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AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH 

in  December,  your  board  of  governors  passed  the  following  resolution, 
"The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  join  the  Marin  Audubon  Society 
in  setting  up  a foundation  to  buy  and  preserve  Ganyon  Ranch  as  a nature 
education  center  and  a wudlife  sanctuary.”  The  resolution  was  passed 
on  tlie  recommendation  of  a committee  from  our  general  membership, 
headed  by  Dr.  T.  Eric  Reynolds,  after  that  committee  had  made  a careful 
study.  ** 

The  effort  to  save  tlie  507-acre  Ganyon  Ranch  on  the  Bolinas  Lagoon, 
was  begun  by  the  forward-looking  and  courageous  members  of  the  Mai'in 
Audubon  Society.  We  are  grateful  to  them  for  inviting  us  to  join  in  raising 
the  $300,000  needed  to  buy  the  ranch.  We  are  grateful  to  them  for  tliis 
chance  to  lift  our  own  sights.  As  Thoreau  said,  “In  the  long  run  men  hit 
only  what  they  aim  at.  Therefore  . . they  had  better  aim  at  something 
high.” 

Those  of  you  who  were  at  our  December  meeting  heard  about  the  ranch 
from  Stan  Picher,  President  of  the  Marin  Audubon  Society,  from  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds, from  Dr.  Albert  Boles,  Ghau'man  of  our  Sanctuary  & Memorial  Fund, 
and  from  Bill  Goodall  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  which  strongly  en- 
dorses our  action.  We  will  soon  mail  you  more  information  and  we  will 
want  your  comments  and  suggestions. 

This  is  the  biggest  conservation  effort  our  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 
has  ever  made.  Working  together,  we  will  succeed. 

-AILEEN  PIERSON,  President 

^Members  of  the  study  committee-.  Dr.  T.  Eric  Reynolds,  Ghairman, 
Mrs.  Brooke  Glyde,  Messrs.  Daniel  Koshland,  A.  Warren  Larson,  Wfflliam 
J.  Losh,  Stanley  J.  Madden,  James  Maillard,  Dr.  Robert  G.  Miller,  Miss 
Aileen  Pierson,  ex-officio.  Two  trustees  of  the  Sanctuary  & Memorial  Fund 
participated,  Dr.  Albert  Boles  and  Mr.  Grawford  H.  Thomas. 

RECENT  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sacramento  Valley  Waterfowl  Re/i/ges— November  4 & 5.  Some  45  persons 
turned  out  for  this  annual  trip  where  spectacular  numbers  of  waterfowl 
are  seen  - many  thousands  of  geese  and  ducks  actually  in  sight  at  one 

time. 


-1- 


JANUARY 


THE  GULL 


1962 


A small  group  of  birders,  who  toured  the  refuge  road  before  the  Sat- 
urday meeting  time,  turned  up  some  decidedly  unusual  birds.  The  most 
interesting  record  was  a Snow  Bunting.  This  bird  was  observed  for  some 
time  and  plumage  details  noted.  Guy  McCaskie,  who  is  familiar  with  the 
Snow  Bunting  in  England,  was  responsible  for  pinning  down  tliis  exceed- 
ingly rare  find.  European  Widgeon  and  Blue  Goose  were,  also,  seen  by 
this  group. 

Other  outstanding  birds  observed  included  two  Bald  Eagles,  one  in 
immature  plumage,  and  three  Wood  Ducks,  never  common  on  the  Sacra- 
mento National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Greuner  reported 
seeing  a lone  Fulvous  Tree  or  Whistling  Duck. 

Sunday  morning  was  spent  walking  along  the  levee  road  of  the  Grey 
Lodge  State  Game  Refuge  where  a large  Hock  of  Sandhill  Granes  and 
some  Ross  Geese  were  of  interest. 

In  all  106  species  of  birds  were  observed  on  the  two  day  trip. 

—Harry  Adamson,  Leader  and  Historian 

Mt.  Tamalpais  and  Bolinas  Lagoon— November  25.  Four  staunch  birders 
met  at  Pan  Toll,  Mt.  Tamalpais,  in  a pouring  rain.  The  planned  hike 
from  Rock  Springs  to  Laurel  Dell  had  to  be  abandoned,  not  only  because  of 
the  rain  but  the  driving  wind.  Gonsequently,  we  drove  the  ridge  road 
from  Rock  Springs  down  to  Alpine  Dam,  through  the  enchanting  autumn 
forest.  Large  numbers  of  Varied  Tluushes  and  Western  Bluebirds  were 
observed  along  the  way.  At  the  dam,  we  stopped  for  a hike  of  an  hour  or 
so  on  tlie  fire  road  from  Alpine  Dam  down  Garson  Ganyon,  which,  if 
pursued  for  five  miles,  arrives  at  Kent  Lake.  The  forest  here  is  dense  and 
eerie  with  white,  misty  plumes,  the  mud  thick.  Several  species  of  usual 
woodland  birds  were  noted  but  most  of  them  had  more  sense  than  we  and 
were  seeking  shelter.  On  returning  to  the  dam,  we  had  a close  look  at  a 
Rock  Wren,  and  a Spotted  Sandpiper  flew  over  the  lake.  A Marin  Gounty 
Water  District  official  told  us  that  the  week  before  there  were  a thousand 
Mallard  Ducks  on  the  lake,  but  we  saw  only  two.  For  lunch  we  drove  to 
a cottage  in  Stinson  Beach,  where  one  of  the  group  was  staying;  luckily, 
for  the  rain  became  torrential.  However,  we  ventured  forth  again  later 
to  drive  north  to  Canyon  Ranch,  the  site  of  the  proposed  new  Audubon 
Sanctuary.  By  three,  all  had  left  but  the  leader  who  stayed  on  until  dark, 
birding  in  the  rain  from  the  car.  The  lagoon  was  black  with  w'aterfowl  - 
40  Eared  Grebes  in  one  group,  30  Golden  Eye  ( Common ) , countless 
White-winged  and  Surf  Scoters.  Despite  the  uncooperative  w^eather, 
58  species  were  observed.— Elizabeth  S.  Lennon,  Leader  & Historian 

Crystal  Springs  Rcseruoir— December  10.  Chilly  w^eather,  high  winds, 
and  very  low  water  held  down  the  possible  number  of  species  of  birds 
which  can  be  seen  in  this  area.  A highlight  for  the  trip  was  a Towmsend’s 
Solitaire,  the  first  club  record  for  this  species  this  close  to  the  coast. 

Due  to  the  absence  of  water  birds  in  low'er  reservoir,  it  was  decided 
to  drive  to  upper  reservoir  along  Canada  Road.  Here  we  saw'  thousands 
of  Shovelers  along  wfith  small  numbers  of  most  of  the  usual  w'aterbirds 
-A  total  of  64  species  w'as  seen.  —Carlyle  Sather,  Leader  & Historian 
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Orinda  is.  San  Fablo  iitieruot/i— November  il.  A nice  clear  day  resuked 
in  a turnont  ol  about  30  birders.  Land  birds  were  plentiiul  but  no  rarities 
were  iound.  Cascade  Lake  was  almost  tlry  and  San  Pablo  Ueservoir 
unusually  lov'.  Consequently,  there  were  fewer  ducks  than  usual,  both  hi 
numbers  and  species.  An  (Jsprey  was  found  by  Dick  Leinbach  after 
most  of  the  group  had  left. 

Fieid  Observat ion— On  November  17,  at  il  A.M.,  whilst  w'alking  on  the 
disused  path  to  the  north  of  the  17th  hole  of  Lincoln  Coif  Course,  1 sav^ 
a Clai’k’s  Nutcracker  perched  on  the  lower  branches  of  a Monterey  cyp- 
ress, at  a distance  of  some  five  yards— Elizabeth  Land,  San  Francisco 

SEASHORE  TRIP  WITH  JANET  NICKELS3URG 

Save  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  30,  for  a San  Francisco  seashore  field  trip 
with  om'  Education  Chahman,  Janet  Nickelsburg.  Meet  at  11  A.  M.,  at 
the  parkiirg  area  on  the  beach  opposite  the  main  entrance  to  Fleishhacker 
Pool.  This  will  be  the  tliuxl  interesting  trip  in  the  leadership  training  pro- 
gram and  ail  members  are  cordially  invited  to  participate.  Bring  lunch 
and  plan  to  stay  on  into  the  afternoon.  For  furlher  information  call  Beth 
Snyder,  TH  1-1747. 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  is  particularly  fortunate  in  ha\4ng 
an  outstanding  nature  mstructor  for  then  Education  Chairman.  Mrs.  Janet 
Nickelsburg  has  spent  many  years  mtroducing  children  and  adults  to  the 
wonders  of  eai'th,  sea  and  sky— teaching  the  meaning  and  importance  of 
nature  conservation.  In  addition  to  being  an  elementary  science  teacher 
for  ten  years,  she  has  been  director  of  the  science  room  in  Junior  Reere- 
ation  Museum  of  San  Francisco,  nature  counsellor  at  Girl  Scout  camps 
and  a large  boys’  camp,  instructor  in  leader  training  for  Girl  Scouts,  Camp 
Fire  Girls,  and  Gub  Scouts.  She  is  an  extension  lecturer  at  San  Francisco 
State  Gollege.  For  five  years,  she  was  author  of  the  NBC  radio  program. 
Signposts  for  Young  Scientists  and  received  a national  prize  at  the  School 
Broadcast  Conference  in  Chicago.  Until  recently,  she  was  producer 
and  director  of  the  T-V  program.  Stop,  Look  and  Listen. 

Participation  in  field  trips  conducted  by  Mrs.  Nickelsburg  affords  not 
only  an  excellent  opportunity  for  members  who  are  interested  in  expanding 
the  educational  program  of  our  national  organization  but  for  those  who 
would  like  to  broaden  their  own  interests  and  understanding. 

NEW  MEMBERS 

We  welcome  the  following  members  to  our  Society;  from  Berkeley. 
.Mrs.  H.  Abrams,  Miss  Frederica  Bernhard,  .Mr.  Paul  De  Benedictis,  Vliss 
Joan  Erbentraut,  Mr.  Robert  O.  Paxton,  Miss  Rosalyn  Phillips,  Mr.  Paul 
Roller,  Mr.  Arthur  Wang;  from  Oakland,  Mr.  Robert  E.  Beck,  Mr.  F. 
Marshall  Jencks,  Mr.  Mark  Moore;  from  San  Francisco,  Mrs.  flam'  East 
Miller,  Jr.,  Mr.  W.  W.  Ragland,  Miss  Rita  Wright;  from  San  Leandro,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  Stanley  Bialos;  from  San  Pablo,  Mr.  & Airs.  John  D.  Jordan;  from 
Santa  Rosa,  Mr,  T.  D.  Westfall.— 

—ROBERTA  J.  LONG,  Membership  Chairman 
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JANUARY  MEETING 

The  525th  regular  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be 
iieid  m San  Francisco,  on  Thmsday,  January  11,  at  7:30  F.  M.,  at  the  First 
Unitarian  Ghurcli  on  F'ranklin  Street  at  the  corner  of  Geary. 

iNational  Audubon’s  western  representative,  Mr.  William  Goodall,  is  to 
be  tile  speaker  and  he  will  show  Audubon  s most  recent  film.  The  Bald 
Eagle,  it  should  be  a wonderful  opportunity  for  all  Sugar  Bowl  campers 
to  greet  “Bill  ’ and  fellow  members. 

Many  members  enjoy  having  dinner  together  at  6 P.  M.,  at  Tommy  s 
Joynt  just  one  block  away,  at  the  corner  of  Geary  and  Van  Ness.  The 
food  is  good  but  mexpensive  and  the  atmosphere  is  informal.  Plan  to 
be  there.  —MYRA  J.  BROWNE,  Program  Chairman 

What  are  the  uses  of  a salt  marsh?  Gontrary  to  the  impression  held  by 
many  people,  a marsh  is  one  of  the  most  productive  kinds  of  land  . . . 
Going  about  its  business  aromid  the  seasons,  unobserved  except  by  the 
knowing,  nature  is  producing  the  marine  animals  that  support  a commer- 
cial fishery  and  emich  tlie  human  diet.  Biologists  tell  us  that  without 
tidal  marshes  and  estuarine  waters  to  serve  as  essential  spawning  and 
nursery  grounds,  many  important  kinds  of  fish  and  shellfish  would  dis- 
appear.—Netn  York  Times 

The  American  Littoral  Society  is  seeking  the  help  of  the  National  Audubon 
Society,  its  inembers  are  skin  divers  who  will  undertake  to  conduct 
an  annual  under-water  fish  census  modeled  after  the  Audubon  Gliristmas 
Bird  Count. 

FEE  FOR  BIRD  LISTS— Anyone  desiring  lists  of  birds  seen  on  Golden 
Gate  Audubon  field  trips  in  1962,  please,  mail  $1.00  to;  Editor,  The  Gull, 
1512  Grand  Avenue,  Piedmont  11.  Make  all  checks  payable  to  Golden 
Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc. 


FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  JANUARY 

On  Saturday,  January  6,  to  San  Francisco  Bay  Salt  Marsh  Sanctuary 
near  Newark,  for  a search  for  Rails,  Clapper,  \hrginia  and  Sora.  Black 
Rail  could  be  found.  Mr.  John  Larson,  Jr.  and  Mr.  C.  C.  McGehee,  Audu- 
bon Wardens,  patrol  this  area  at  this  time  so  will  fill  us  in  on  where  to  find 
them.  We  plan  to  be  on  the  levees  during  a plus  high  tide.  There  will 
be  some  walking.  Bring  waterproof  foot  wear,  lunch,  binoculars,  tele- 
scopes and  friends.  Mr.  McGehee  will  meet  our  group  at  9 A.M.,  at  the 
post  office  in  Newark. 

On  Sunday,  January  14,  to  Tomales  State  Park  for  OWLING  followed 
by  a regular  trip  to  Dillon’s  Beach.  Marie  Mans  and  other  members  have 
made  a study  of  this  area  so  this  trip  promises  to  be  instructi\’e  and  unusu- 
al. For  more  details  contact  Marie  Mans  at  TH  8-5186.  Meet  at  5 A.  M. 
in  Inverness.  Warm  clothing  and  w'aterproof  footwear  are  recommended. 
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The  trip  to  Dillon’s  Ranch  will  start  at  9 A.  M.,  from  Ft.  Reyes  Station. 
This  trip  has  been  planned  to  study  the  east  side  of  Tomales  Bay.  The 
wintering  species  are  probably  all  in  so  large  groups  of  water  and  shore 
birds  should  be  seen.  Harlequin  Duck,  Red-necked  Grebe,  Black  Brant, 
and  Bald  Eagle  have  been  seen  here.  Leader,  Harold  G.  Peterson,  LO 
8-7534. 


Tuesday,  January  16,  to  Golden  Gate  Park.  This  trip  will  start  at  9:30 
A.  M.,  from  the  Aquarium  in  Golden  Gate  Park  which  can  be  reached  by 
taking  the  No.  10  Municipal  bus.  Such  interesting  species  as  Varied  and 
Hermit  Thrush,  Orange-crowned,  Myrtle,  Audubon  and  Townsend  Warb- 
lers may  be  seen.  Anna’s  Hummingbird  nests  might  be  seen  as  they  start 
nesting  activities  as  eai'ly  as  December.  Go-leaders,  Miss  Florence  Ply- 
mell,PR  6-1208,  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Fry,  SE  1-2874. 

Saturday,  January  27,  to  Lake  Merritt  and  Joaquin  Miller  Park,  Oakland. 
This  lake  is  a good  place  to  observe  many  species  of  water  birds  at  close 
range.  Some  unusual  birds  may,  also,  be  seen  in  the  pens  and  on  display 
in  the  dome.  A visit  to  the  Rotary  Natural  Science  Genter  is  interesting 
and  educational.  This  nationally  known  wildlife  refuge  is  becoming  more 
important  to  this  community  every  year.  Many  groups  use  its  facilities  to 
learn  more  about  nature  and  wildlife.  Meet  at  the  Rotary  Natural  Science 
Genter  in  Lakeside  Park  near  the  feeding  area,  at  9 A.  M.  Bring  lunch, 
warm  clothing,  binoculars,  telescopes  and  interested  friends.  Leader, 
Paul  F.  Govel,  KE  6-4120. 

Those  wishing  to  go  to  Joaquin  Miller  Park  and  the  Robin  Roost,  meet 
again  at  the  Rotary  Science  Genter,  at  IP.  M.  From  there  travel  will  be 
by  auto.  If  the  weather  permits  and  the  robins  cooperate,  a demonstration 
of  bird  banding  will  be  given  by  members  of  the  W.  B.  B.  A.  at  the  above 
designated  area.  If  the  weather  does  not  permit,  Paul  Govel  will  show  a 
movie  in  the  science  center. 

On  Sunday,  February  4,  to  Richardson  Bay  and  other  Marin  Peninsula 
points.  We  shall  visit  the  Richardson  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge  established 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Richardson  Bay  Foundation  and  the  National 
Audubon  Society.  This  area  was  patrolled  by  an  Audubon  warden,  Mr. 
John  C.  Larson,  Jr.,  during  the  last  waterfowl  hunting  season.  He  will  be 
present  to  give  us  a talk  on  the  history  of  the  Victorian  house  restored  by 
Mrs.  Donald  Dickey,  and  tlie  bird  population  occupying  the  sanctuary 
during  the  winter  months. 

Belvedere,  San  Quentin  and  San  Pedro  Points,  (McNear’s  Beach)  will, 
also,  be  visited  if  time  permits.  Meet  at  the  parking  area  just  north  of 
the  Richardson  Bay  Bridge  on  U.  S.  Highway  101.  at  9 A.  M.  Bring  lunch, 
wann  clothing,  binoculars,  telescopes  and  interested  friends.  Leader, 
Elizabeth  S.  Lennon,  ED  2-1641. 

—HAROLD  G.  PETERSON,  Field  Trips  Cluiirnum 
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GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY,  INC. 

Established  January  25,  1917 
A Branch  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  since  1943 

President  Miss  Aileen  Pierson 810  Gonzales  Dr.,  San  Francisco  27 

Vice  President  Mrs.  Beth  C.  Snyder 571  Dwight  Place,  Berkeley  4 

Vice  President  Miss  Jacqueline  Watkins 638  San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley 

Treasurer  Miss  Erline  Hevel.  1801  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

Recording  Secretary  Miss  Marjorie  M.  Reu 2401  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco  2i 

Corresponding  Secretary  ..  Miss  Patricia  A.  Tiggard 221  Highland  Ave.,  Piedmont  11 

Director  Paul  F.  Covel 2860  Delaware  St.,  Oakland  2 

Director  A.  W.  Larson 44  Rincon  Road,  Berkeley  7 

Director  Carlyle  Sather.,1700  El  Camino  Real  R2(Sp  10)  South  San  Francisco 

Editor  Mrs.  Lucile  E.  Smith 1512  Grand  Ave.,  Piedmont  11 

Assistant  Editor  Mrs.  Violet  Homem 6911  Armour  Drive,  Oakland  11 

Field  Trips  Chairman  Harold  G.  Peterson 3548-65th  Avenue,  Oakland  5 

Membership  Chairman  Mrs.  Roberta  J.  Long 45  Clarendon  Ave.,  San  Francisco  14 

i-'rogram  Chairman  Mrs.  Myra  Browne 482  Broadmoor  Blvd.,  San  Leandro 

Education  Chairman  Mrs.  Janet  Nickelsburg 2585  Union,  San  Francisco  23 

Sanctuary  & Memorial 

Fund  Chairman  Dr.  Albert  Boles 854  Longridge  Road,  Caklai-.d  10 

Claims  for  missing  numbers  of  THE  GULL  should  be  sent  to  the  Assistant  Editor, 
address  should  be  sent  to  the  Membership  Chairman. 


JU  7-4163 
TH  1-1747 
LA  4-5677 
PR  5 6498 
SK  1-2591 
OL  5-8567 
KE  6-4120 
LA  5-9149 
PL  6-0581 
OL  4-2335 
OL  5-8S3-j 
LO  8-7534 
LO  4-7767 
LO  8-1921 
WA  1-9449 

GL  1-6267 

Cha.iges  of 


Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  Membership,  Local  and  National,  $6.50  per  year, 
includes  AUDUBON  MAGAZINE  and  THE  GULL.  Subscription  to  THE  GULL  separately  $1.50  per  year. 


Visit  the  Conservation  Center  of  the  NATIONAL  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley  4,  California  TH  8-4042 


-6- 


GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  103 
BERKELEY  1,  CALIFORNIA 
Return  postage  guaranteed 


Non-profit  Organization 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit  No.  590 
BERKELEY,  CALIF. 


LljL'ai’v,  Co  I i . .1  i i ’ t ienry  of 
? 0 fence 

G 0 1.1  e n Gate  Pa  r k 

San  franc  is  CO  18,  California 


